Recollections from phone conversation, and Notes from CSP Minutes, cobbled-together Bio

Kathan Brown remembers Liz Ginno getting young printmakers to join CSE (California Society of Etchers)                 swhen it was nearly moribund. That was in the late 50s-early 60s after the death of the long time Executive Secretary Nicholas Dunphy. Kathan said all the young printmakers that Ginno rounded up met all these “old guys”, John Winkler and Elizabeth Ginno and __________, and that the young ones felt proud to carry on the [printmaking] tradition. Among the “youngsters” she recalls Dennis Beale, John Ihle, Robert Bechtle, and herself.

Kathan was secretary in 1963 (when she was married to Jeryl Parker, who was then President of California Society of Etchers, the precursor to CSP. 

In 1963 the CSE minutes show that: 

"Member Rolf Eiselin writes to Kathan Brown Parker about two upcoming print exhibitions in Switzerland, one of which is limited to three artists from each country with communication being handled by the Swiss Embassy in Washington DC"

Also from that year, Parker sent a letter to the membership touting CSE’s “strong, progressive artists membership", with all members (artist, associate, and patron categories), listed in the exhibition catalogs. CSE President Dennis Beall used the same line about the “strong, progressive artists membership” in 1960. 

In 1964 Brown received rolled prints in mailing tubes at her studio in Richmond, CA, for the 50th anniversary international open juried exhibition, "Original Prints", at the Legion of Honor. Monoprints were specifically excluded. Artists from 15 foreign countries were exhibited, and the Americans included were: Helen Breger, Kathan Brown, jurors Roy de Forest and Leonard Edmonson, Karl Kasten, Erle Loran, George Miyasaki, Betye Saar, Karl Schrag, Kenneth E. Tyler, Beth Van Hoesen, June Wayne, and Shane Weare. " Brown exhibited her print entitled, "To Andrew Marvell". 

In 1965 Brown participated in the CSE 51st Membership show at SFAI. She won the CSE Award for etching in 1965. She was secretary of CSE for a 2nd year.

Apparently the 50th anniversary international open cost CSE a lot of money, so CSE needed to raise money. Pumping up associate and patron membership seemed to be the solution, because the minutes state:

"This year, 1964-65, the Society is still badly in need of funds because of the 50th Anniversary international exhibition held in 1964 at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor.  In order to offset this, each of the Society’s artist members has donated a print to be given to a patron member. Associate members will receive a small print by Kathan Brown. Patron members whose dues are paid by April 5, 1965, will receive the Kathan Brown print in addition to one of the larger prints. Patron memberships received after April 5 will not receive the associate print."  

In 1966 Brown was still secretary. In June of that year the minutes show this:

“Kathan Brown writes to member Thomas Coleman of Lincoln Nebraska. " …We put on a splendid international show, got some new members, the next year we were really in the red because of the international but got out of it because of the print donations (which, by the way, we thank you for). We then held two shows, a members and an ordinary national, and finally collapsed from all the activity! We are not exactly a dead society but sleeping --at least have been this past year…. Fall will occasion a meeting and some new officers, and we will then solicit dues again…”

Her minutes then go on the mention that Mrs. Edgar had won Coleman’s piece “Postcard”. “She is a patron of printmaking around here, buys many prints and has a fine collection which she will leave to the Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts when she dies”.

California Society of Printmakers (CSE) must have really “gone to sleep” in 1967 because there are no other minutes, and in 1968 CSE merged with Bay Printmakers to become CSP.

Cobbled together from Wikipedia:

Kathan Brown is an American printmaker, writer, lecturer, and print publisher. She was born 1935 in NYC, received her BA from Antioch College, and her MFA from California College of the Arts. She established Crown Point Press, a fine art print shop specializing in etching in 1962. Her press is widely credited with sparking the revival of etching as an art medium (Susan Tallman, 1996). Brown has published some of the most important artists of our time, including John Cage, Richard Diebenkorn, and Wayne Thiebaud. She holds two Honorary Doctorates (California College of the Arts, San Francisco Art Institute).  Crown Point Press is known today for its Three Minute Egg videos on creativity and its book on magical secrets.

She won the California Society of Printmakers’ Award for Etching in 1965, and was made lifetime Honorary member in 1992. 
